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happy race, full of activity, and but little troubled by
contemplation or by doubt. Probably even their
religion sat lightly upon them, but it would seem
from the hymns that they had an unhesitating and
childlike faith, which looked upon the great souls
animating the nature round them as all-powerful in
their worldly affairs.

As time went on it is evident that some of them
had however commenced to speculate on the na-
ture of the gods, and had dimly begun to think
that there was a unity underlying the manifold
forms of spirit life in which the people believed.
This is plain from those speculative hymns incor-
porated into the last and latest book of the great
collection called the Rig Veda.

But it is also clear that the ancient Aryans were
far too manly and free to be troubled much about
their own souls, either before or after the death of
the body. There are only a very few short and iso-
lated passages bearing on this side of their spirit
theory. They still held with a simple faith to the
ancient hypothesis of their savage ancestors as to
the existence of a "soul" inside their bodies. And
it never occurred to them to doubt for a moment
that these souls continued to exist in a sort of misty
way after death, or to discuss the question of the
duration or cessation of that future life. In all this